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Mr. D’ Amaro:

We are writing with regard to the Walt Disney Company’s partnership with Formula 1 that is
increasing the visibility of the sport with your brand’s enormous youth audience. As organizations
committed to protecting the health of our children, we are deeply concerned that tobacco
companies are also partnering with Formula 1 teams to reach this youth audience with marketing
for their harmful and addictive products.

Formula 1 ended cigarette sponsorships in 2006, which was the right thing to do. To protect the
health of children, we urge you to join us in calling on Formula 1 to do the same with other tobacco
products, including nicotine pouches.

Philip Morris International, one of the largest global tobacco companies, recently announced an
expanded partnership with Ferrari to promote its Zyn nicotine pouches at Formula 1 races. In

addition, British American Tobacco continues to promote its Velo nicotine pouch brand through
its sponsorship of the McLaren team and recently announced a refreshed design to highlight the
Velo logo.

Through these sponsorships, tobacco companies are reaching millions of young Formula 1 fans
around the world — including those Disney has helped attract to the sport. Decades of science


https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20251203479419/en/Philip-Morris-International-Expands-its-Partnership-with-Scuderia-Ferrari-HP-Launching-a-Bold-New-Chapter-in-Their-Long-Standing-Relationship
https://www.racefans.net/2025/12/03/mclaren-tweaks-livery-to-promote-british-american-tobacco-at-final-race-of-2025/

shows this type of marketing and sponsorship appeals to kids, who are particularly vulnerable to
these harmful and addictive products. Like other tobacco products, these pouch products contain
nicotine, which is highly addictive, can harm the developing adolescent brain, and can prime the

brain for addiction to other drugs.

The risk of these tobacco product sponsorships reaching large numbers of youth is substantial.
Formula 1 has made no secret of its efforts to expand its youth audience, including through
partnerships with Disney and other youth-oriented brands. In its 2025 Global Fan Survey, Formula
1 touted the growth of its young fanbase, stating that “Gen Z is helping shape the rhythm of modern

fandom, engaging with the sport more frequently and on a deeper emotional level.” According to
a recent news report, “More than 4 million children aged 8 to 12 now actively follow Formula 1
across the EU and US, an audience that didn’t exist five years ago.”

To protect the health of its young fans, it is imperative that Formula 1 act quickly to update its
existing prohibition of cigarette sponsorships to include other types of tobacco products, including
newer products like nicotine pouches. As a brand beloved by children across the globe and a valued
partner of Formula 1, we urge the Walt Disney Company to join us in asking Formula 1 to do the
right thing for our children.
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